KEY FACTORS AFFECTING APR-DRG SEVERITY LEVEL ASSIGNMENT FOR CABG PATIENTS

In general terms, the severity assignment for patients undergoing a bypass graft is based on a number of factors most notably the secondary diagnoses and the interaction between the secondary diagnoses.

Thus, for example, a patient who undergoes an uncomplicated CABG is assigned to a level 1 severity of illness. In contrast, a patient undergoing a bypass graft who also has diabetes with, for example, renal manifestations (ICD-9-CM 250.42) is assigned to a level 2 severity of illness. This patient not only has diabetes but has manifestations of the diabetes which makes the diabetes often more difficult to control. We also know from the literature that diabetic patients typically increase the complexity of performing the bypass graft and the immediate post operative care.

A patient would be assigned to a higher level of severity if, for example, the patient had other secondary diagnoses. Frequently, a patient undergoing CABG, has cardiac manifestations other than Arteriosclerotic Heart Disease (ASHD). Not infrequently patients undergoing CABG also have Congestive Heart Failure (CHF). The term CHF is fairly elastic in the sense that some patients with CHF are very sick (high severity of illness) while others maybe totally compensated (even if they have a low ejection fraction).  Therefore, if a patient had both CHF and ATRIOVEN BLOCK-MOBITZ II (ICD-9-CM code 426.12) this indicates a patient that has two significant cardiac conditions (both are assigned a severity of illness level of 3). The two ICD-9-CM codes represent secondary diagnoses that interact with each other leading to a patient at high severity of illness. Thus this patient is assigned to a severity of illness level 3.

At the highest level of severity (level 4), are patients who have worse cardiac problems or other extreme severity diagnoses. One example of a worse cardiac problem is AC/SUBAC ENDOCARDIT NOS (ICD-9-CM code 421.9). Under all circumstances a patient with this type of secondary diagnosis (particularly one that also has CHF) is an extreme or severity level 4 CABG patients.

