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1. In 2002 JCAHO established six Patient Safety Goals for 2003.  VHA has made admirable progress in meeting these Goals.  For 2004, JCAHO has added a new Goal 7, which requires compliance with current CDC Hand Hygiene Guidelines.  This was briefly described on the December 5, 2003 Director’s call (attached), and requires special attention from multiple aspects of any organization that provides health care.  

2. The most important points for immediate attention are that health care workers must consistently decontaminate their hands before and after touching patients by using an alcohol-based hand-rub or antimicrobial soap.  An alcohol-based hand-rub should be made available at convenient locations, including near the patient room doors and/or bedsides, and also available via pocket sized containers.  All VHA facilities need to provide alcohol-based hand-rubs and antimicrobial soap for use by staff in all patient care areas effective January 1, 2004 in keeping with the JCAHO 2004 Patient Safety Goals.

3. Over the last several months there have been ongoing discussions regarding fire safety issues associated with locating alcohol hand-rub dispensers in egress corridors. After considering the issues and reviewing the topic with JCAHO, AHA, and CDC, VHA has decided to allow alcohol dispensers in these corridors provided that they are not installed over carpeted floor, over electrical receptacles or switches, and contain less than 1.2 liters.  Facilities must comply with the fire safety recommendations contained in the Executive Summary of the AHA computer model study, which is on-line at http://www.hospitalconnect.com/ashe/currentevent/alcohol_based_hand_rub/executivesummary.html, the full report and additional background information is available at http://www.hospitalconnect.com/ashe/currentevent/abhi.html.  Involve your facility safety committee in the placement of alcohol-based hand-rub dispensers.
4. VHA has established Blanket Purchase Agreements for approved alcohol hand-rubs and antimicrobial soaps. Information on the approved products is provided in the December 2003/January 2004 TIPS newsletter, with more details on the options available at the VHA Clinical Logistics website: http://vhacoweb1/logistics/standards/Logistics.htm.

5. The CDC Guidelines are available on-line at www.cdc.gov/handhygiene, and its recommendations are summarized and cross-referenced in the attachments.  More information that you should review is provided by our National Center for Patient Safety in the December/January issue of their TIPS newsletter (see http://www.patientsafety.gov/tips.html).  

6. Questions on this topic should be directed to local, VISN-level, and national-level patient safety, infection control, fire safety, and supply processing and distribution staff as appropriate.

Robert H. Roswell, M.D.
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