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CALL FOR POSTERS

Success Story Poster Presentations

To advance the dissemination of patient safety Success Stories and showcase the Results from work of organizations involved in patient safety, the National Patient Safety Foundation is sponsoring Success Story Poster Presentations at the upcoming 5th Annual NPSF Patient Safety Congress (for more information about the conference, visit www.npsf.org).  Success Story Poster Presentations are intended for practitioners, nurses, coalitions or other health care related organizations to inform conference delegates about Results in the health care industry.  The poster session is intended to highlight the changes that have led to demonstrable reductions in risk of harm, or improved safety across all areas of health care as it relates to patient safety.  The emphasis of the poster should be that by sharing success stories others will be able to implement similar changes and thus accelerate the pace of safety improvement.

Session Format

The format described below is intended as a guide of possible ways of presenting one’s work.  Delegates are encouraged to explore creative and innovative formats for presenting their work.  

1. The poster presentations must fit on a 4 ft. high x 8 ft. wide poster board.

2. The posters will be displayed in the Exhibition area during Exhibit hours only.

3. Photographs, newsletters, reports and other documents are examples of items for display.

Criteria for Selection

Abstracts are encouraged from all areas of health care including provider organizations, practitioners, professional societies and managed care entities, and interfaces between these and other settings.  The following are broad criteria for you to follow:

· Eligible programs (candidate abstracts) should be 1) stories of changes that have led to concrete improvements in safety; 2)tested to the extent possible; 3) practical to implement; 4) creative and innovative; and 5) transferable across organizations and settings.

· If you plan to submit a poster presentation, you must: 

1) Fill out the attached information form; 

2) Submit no more than a one-page abstract that includes a summary of the proposed presentation, including background/objectives, approaches or interventions,  results or successes with data if available, and conclusions and lessons learned ; and 

3) Submit a resume or short biographical sketch (approximately 150 words) of the individual submitting the abstract.

· The abstracts should be typed in an MSWord document, double-spaced on 8 ½ by 11-inch paper with 1.25 inch margins.  Use Times New Roman Font, 10- or 12-pitch type. The general outline of the abstract should include the following: 

· Background and significance;

· Overall summary of your project/initiative (eg, approaches or strategies, obstacles if any, and results or successes with data if available);

· Application of your project/initiative to patient safety; and

· Future direction.

All submission materials (eg 1, 2, & 3 above) should be submitted no later than November 30, 2002 to Carol Lieser via email at clieser@npsf.org or by mail to 69230 Peachtree Court, Cathedral City, CA 92234.  Please do NOT submit your materials by facsimile transmission.  All abstracts selected for presentation at the congress must have a paid registrant submitting the required forms.  Incomplete submission materials cannot be processed and will be returned to the contact person for completion.

Review Process

All abstracts will undergo blind review by at least three Program Committee members.  Review criteria include significance of the work to the field of safety, clarity of presentation and writing quality.

The Program Committee reserves the right to determine abstract acceptance and presentation format and may suggest modifications.  The deadline for receipt of abstracts is November 30, 2002.  All abstracts will be given final disposition and a notification sent out by January 15, 2003.   Abstracts will be included in the on-site program materials. 

