Answer to a Frequently Asked Question

Where exactly in the hallways should we install

alcohol-based hand rub dispensers?
Question
We have a question regarding placement of alcohol based hand rub dispensers in hallways and in some waiting areas. Although the criteria from the Centers for Medicare/Medicaid (CMS) interim final rule on horizontal spacing are so specific (4 feet apart), the installation over or directly adjacent to ignition sources is not so clear.

Can you provide some direction and explanation for approach to placement?

Answer

Distance between dispensers

The distance of 4 feet between dispensers is specific because this was part of the design used in the modeling study of flammability characteristics of the gels. A ‘worst case scenario’ included consideration of older hospitals that may have corridors as narrow as 4 feet. The model scenario was designed with possibility of dispensers being directly opposite one another in a four foot corridor.
Adjacency
Adjacency issues are less specific because there is no scientific evidence to support a specific distance.
Adjacent - and directly over an ignition source
The issue is just that - directly over the source. The dispenser should not be directly over the outlet so that gel will not drip into an outlet or onto plugs inserted into the outlet - as a small spark may be created when unplugging a piece of equipment which is in the “on” mode).
Adjacent – and next to an ignition source

This issue relates to flammable vapor given off from the gel. Because containers are not vented to the air - there is no concentration of flammable vapor (analogous to increased oxygen concentration around a patient oxygen mask) - so there really is no hazard created by installing a dispenser near a light switch or receptacle. 
· If you are looking for a number – the question remains -- how close is too close? Some fire authorities have settled on a "rule of thumb" of 6 inches. This is probably no safer then 4 inches or even 2 inches, but it sets an easily remembered number that should not cause problems during installation of dispensers due to limited wall space.
· If a dispenser needs to be ‘fitted’ into a space with less then 6 inches – there should not be any concern as long as it is right next to the outlet/switch- not over the switch.
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