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Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP)
and Green Health Care Practices

at Premier

Gina Pugliese

Vice President, Premier Safety Institute H2E = Hospitals for a Healthy Environment

•First GPO to win this 
environmental leadership 
award

Premier – winner, H2E Champion for 
Change Award - five consecutive years

Why should we care?

Newborns – Show evidence of toxins

• CDC study of newborns:
– 287 chemicals per child
– 180 known to be cancer 

producing



2

Mercury - health risks

• Mercury is toxic to the brain, 
kidneys, and liver

• 10% of women have enough 
mercury in their blood to 
cause neurologic damage to 
fetus (CDC)

Rising US Green House Gas emissions 
Climate change
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• Soaring 
energy costs

• Health 
impact from 
air pollution

Rising US Green House Gas emissions 
Rising Energy Cost - 20% per yr-some states 

• Rising 
• Green House Gas Emissions 
• Rising 

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

US

Rus
sia

n F
ed

era
tio

n

Ja
pa

n

Germ
an

y

Can
ad

a
UK

Aus
tra

lia

1990

2006Millions of 
tons CO2 
equivalent

Mercury - health risks

• 2,500 North American lakes 
have mercury contaminated 
fish

• Mercury persists in 
environment for decades
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PVC – health risks  

• Dioxin – a known carcinogen 
is formed during 
manufacturing AND 
incineration

DEHP – health risks

• DEHP – a toxin used to soften PVC plastic 
– Leaches from medical devices
– Linked to birth defects in animals
– FDA warns of risks to infants, nursing mothers

FDA Public Health Notification

PVC Devices Containing DEHP

Increases in certain health conditions –
Possible link to toxic exposures?

• Asthma doubled since 
1980 

• Non Hodgkins
lymphoma- doubled 
since 1970

• Breast cancer tripled 
since 1960

Hospital waste

• Hospitals generate :
– 6,600 tons of solid waste       

per day 

• Half is paper and cardboard
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Computer - Electronic Waste

• Fastest growing waste
• 95% in landfills or 

incinerators
• Computers are toxic:

– lead
– cadmium
– mercury

Computer – Electronic Waste

• Some end up overseas 
with no disposal or 
worker protection laws

U.S. Chickens 

• 70% are fed arsenic as 
growth promoter (EPA)

• 70% of antibiotics are used 
as feed additives in animals 
contributing to antibiotic 
resistance

In partnership with our members to improve 
the health and safety of patients, workers, 

environment, and communities.
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for “green” products 
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Global Health & 
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Mp3 or CD  available 

for all programs 
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Yes to Green
Environmentally preferable purchasing (EPP)                     
and green practices

Corporate Tools-Resources Supply Chain Advocacy Education
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Safety Institute Web site
www.premierinc.com/safety Green healthcare topics 

on the Safety Web: A to Z

• Computers - electronics
• Safer Green design -

construction 
• Environmentally 

preferable purchasing
• PVC-DEHP
• Safer cleaners & 

Pesticides

• Green product lists 
• Latex allergies
• Mercury pollution 

prevention
• Pharmaceutical waste 

management
• Reuse of single-use 

devices
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Green healthcare topics 
Google rankings Jan 15, 08

• Computers electronics healthcare  1 of 39 million sites
• Safer green design construction  1 of 873,000 
• Pharmaceutical waste management 1 of 507,000 
• Reuse of single use devices 2 of 2.2 million

9

www.premierinc.com/safety Quick link: Environmental safety

Premier’s Executive Scorecard 
on the Environment
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New Web site – green success 
stories from suppliers and members

www.premierinc.com/greencorner

Selected Green product/supplier lists

H2E = Hospitals for a Healthy Environment

•First GPO to win this 
environmental leadership 
award

Premier – winner, H2E Champion for 
Change Award - five consecutive years

Thank you
Contact the Safety Institute

704 733 5865
Safety_Institute@PremierInc.com


