Equipment criteria worksheet

During the evaluation phase of lifting and assisting equipment, in addition to cost considerations, the following criteria may be evaluated:

A.  Does the equipment meet the needs of the patient population? 

	Query
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	1.  Does the lifting equipment encompass the majority of the patient population weights?

Consider:

A.  Weight to be lifted on a frequent basis (generally, equipment should be rated for at least 400 lbs. for full lifts and 300 lbs. for sit/stand lifts)

B.  Meeting bariatric needs (either have selected equipment available or have access to a rental company on hand).
	
	
	

	2.  Are various types of slings that can easily be installed and removed available?

Consider:

Special unit needs, i.e., orthopedic slings for orthopedic needs, bathing slings, slings with head support, etc.
	
	
	

	3.  Is the equipment appropriate for the patient population served?

Consider having readily available:

A.  Full and/or ceiling lifts for dependent patients

B.  Standing, ceiling, and/or full lifts for ambulation

C.  Ceiling and full lifts for turning

D.  Ceiling lifts and/or friction reducers for repositioning

E.  Ceiling lifts and/or friction reducers and/or friction-reducing slider boards, or other equipment for lateral transfers
	
	
	


B. Is the equipment safe to use?

	Query
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	1.  Does the equipment reduce the manual lifting, transferring, and repositioning hazards to safe levels? (Note: research indicates that use of many manual crank style lifts are as strenuous as manual methods or transferring, and use of draw sheets equate to 70% pt the weight being lifted during lateral transfers).
	
	
	

	2.  Is it comfortable for the patient?
	
	
	

	3.  Is there an emergency shut off control?
	
	
	

	4.  Is there a manual control override?
	
	
	






	Query (continued)
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	5.  Is it stable during all variations of intended use for the intended patient range?
	
	
	

	6.  Does it have adequate wheels to transfer patients above 175 pounds? 

Consider: larger wheels, ball- bearing, etc.
	
	
	

	7.  Does operation provide for smooth continuous movements?
	
	
	

	8.  Are back-up batteries available?
	
	
	


C. Does the equipment work in your organization?

	Query
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	1.  Does the lift go to the floor?
	
	
	

	2.  Does the lift operate at the highest bed levels?
	
	
	

	3.  Does the lower part of the lift fit under the lowest bed frames?
	
	
	

	4.  Does a full lift in ER have a straight (not curved) arm so that it can fit into a patient's vehicle?
	
	
	

	5.  Does the lift fit through doorways, around corners, and into bathrooms?
	
	
	

	6.  Is the lift very easy to use?
	
	
	

	7.  Can a weigh scale be easily attached to eliminate unnecessary transfers?
	
	
	

	8.  Is the equipment versatile AND easy to change from one function to another?

Consider:

A.  Sit/stand equipment: easy to toilet, stand, ambulate

B.  Ceiling lifts: easy to lift, reposition, toilet, ambulate

C.  Full lifts: easy to lift and ambulate, possibly turn
	
	
	

	9.  Is there minimal storage needed?
	
	
	


D. Are maintenance issues considered?

	Query
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	1.  Is there a manufacturer's warranty for all parts?
	
	
	

	2.  Does the vendor have reliable/quick maintenance service?
	
	
	

	3.  Does the equipment have a long use life?
	
	
	

	4.  Does the vendor have loaner equipment?
	
	
	


E. Are infection control issues considered?
	Query
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	1.  Are the slings and friction reducers composed of a material that is easily cleaned? (I.e., Sherpa-lined slings are not recommended for use on multiple patients).
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