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Premier says FDA proposed rule on

bar coding of drugs, blood products will improve patient safety
WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 13, 2003)—Premier, a nationwide alliance of not-for-profit hospitals and health systems, supports today’s proposed rule, issued by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), to require the bar code labeling of all hospital-administered drugs and blood products.  Such a rule—to create a uniform, electronically readable identification standard for all pharmaceuticals down to the smallest unit dose—will foster significant improvements in patient safety, care quality, and efficiency in the supply chain.

Reflecting Premier’s longtime support for and advocacy on behalf of industry adoption of the UPN (Universal Product Number) bar code, President and CEO Richard Norling commended the proposed rule as an additional safeguard for patients.  “Hospitals recognize and take to heart the need to continuously improve the quality and safety of patient care,” he said. “Through their implementation of bar code technology and the embrace of an identification standard, envisioned by today’s proposed rule, caregivers will be able to better ensure that the right medications are administered in the right way to the right patients in the right dosage, at the right time.  We are grateful for the Administration’s efforts on this critical issue, particularly those of HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson and Dr. Mark McClellan, FDA commissioner.”

The FDA’s proposed rule is the culmination of exhaustive effort and dedication on the part of patient advocates, hospitals and other caregivers, drug manufacturers and distributors, and others. The FDA’s July 2002 public listening session, at which Premier and numerous other stakeholders testified, enabled policymakers to acquire a deeper, more nuanced understanding of the wide range of issues engendered by the issuance of a bar code regulation. The agency incorporated these perspectives into the proposed rule, prioritizing patient safety improvement.  

A longstanding advocate for improved patient safety, Premier is a founding member of the Coalition for Healthcare eStandards (CHeS) and the National Alliance for Health Information Technology.  In keeping with its purpose of improving the health of communities with and through its members, Premier has long supported industry adoption of the UPN (Universal Product Number), Health Identifier Numbers (HINs), product taxonomies, and pharmaceutical coding.  Premier and its allied hospitals believe that standardization sets the stage for sustained improvement in patient safety and care quality.

Premier, Inc. is a strategic alliance owned by approximately 200 leading not-for-profit hospitals and health systems across the U.S. These systems operate or are affiliated with more than 1,500 acute-care hospitals and other care facilities. Premier provides opportunities for members to work toward common goals and for common purposes. It also offers members healthcare informatics services, comparative data tools, and group purchasing and supply chain services.  Premier is headquartered in San Diego, CA, and has other offices in Charlotte, NC, Chicago, IL, and Washington, D.C.  For more information, visit www.premierinc.com.

