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To All Members of Surgical Care Teams:





Your patients soon will have access to ‘Tips for Safer Surgery,’ a tip sheet that provides questions they should ask their physician or nurse concerning surgery and specifically the topics addressed in the clinical measures of the Surgical Care Improvement Project (SCIP).





SCIP focuses on the prevention of surgical site infections, VTE and cardiac complications. The SCIP Partnership created the consumer tip sheet to better educate surgical patients about quality measures that relate to them and to provide simple questions they can discuss with a care team member before surgery.





This tip sheet can be a proactive and positive statement to your patients that you and your team are serious about quality and about involving patients in their own care.





The SCIP Partnership strongly encourages all members of surgical care teams to read this tip sheet to become familiar with questions your patients may ask and to give you time to prepare answers. 





The Partnership also encourages you to do the following:


Work with your surgical care team members to determine the best time to discuss the SCIP tip sheet with patients. Ideally it would be early in the surgery process, perhaps during a pre-surgery office visit or phone call.


Be familiar with what steps you and your team are taking concerning the SCIP measures so that you can answer questions that may arise.


Recognize that some patients may feel intimidated by asking questions that are clinical in nature. Put them at ease by proactively discussing the tip sheet with them.


Provide copies of the tip sheet in your patient areas if applicable and in admission packets so that patients can have easy and early access to it.





If your facility is currently not working on SCIP measures, please call your state Quality Improvement Organization for help getting started and visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.medqic.org/scip" ��www.medqic.org/scip� for resources, tools, interventions, clinical rationales, speakers, and much more. 





If you have any questions, please call SCIP headquarters at the Oklahoma Foundation for Medical Quality, (405) 840-2891, x286, or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:tsenat@okqio.sdps.org" ��tsenat@okqio.sdps.org�.





Best Regards,





The SCIP Partnership 

















