H1N1 Premier Pharmacy Advisory – Vaccines and Antivirals 
Updates can also be found on the CDC Web site at www.flu.gov.
Flu vaccines

Availability – H1N1 flu vaccines are in the development stage as of 8/26/09 and will be available mid-October pending clinical trials and FDA approval. Members should contact their local and state health department for guidance to availability.  
Distribution – Each state health department is responsible for managing vaccine distribution and designating who can be a provider. Initially, McKesson Specialty Distribution is the government’s sole designated distributor to health departments and/or their designated H1N1 providers. State health departments will prioritize based partially on availability of product and achieving vaccination of the initial five high-risk groups that are identified to receive the two-dose vaccine and designated providers such as physicians, clinics, schools, hospitals, etc. Each provider will be required to enter into an agreement with the state health department to obtain the vaccine. In addition to providing the vaccine free of charge, the government will be buying immunization supplies (e.g., syringes, needles, alcohol swabs). Immunization supplies will not be distributed with the vaccine. At this time it is not known how and when these supplies will be provided. State health departments have the authority to send vaccine to their county health departments who may actually determine which providers are to receive product and determine priorities for distribution. The CDC plans to have information on who to contact in each state. Information is not posted as of this time (8/26/09). See also the Premier Safety Institute’s Novel H1N1 Web site for updated status of product: www.premierinc.com/h1n1flu.
Initial high-risk target groups
The government has identified the five target groups listed below for initial vaccination for the following reasons: 1) the highest proportion of hospitalized cases of Novel H1N1 has been in children and young adults; 2) few cases in older adults; 3) no outbreaks among elderly in long-term care facilities; and 4) 70 percent of the hospitalized cases have an underlying medical condition that places them at higher risk of complication; and 5) pregnancy was determined to be a high-risk condition. 

The five initial target groups include: 
· Pregnant women

· Household and caregiver contacts of children younger than 6 months of age (e.g., parents, siblings and daycare providers)

· Healthcare and emergency medical services personnel

· People from 6 months through 24 years of age

· People age 25 through 64 who have medical conditions associated with a higher risk of influenza complications


As more vaccine becomes available and the demand is met for these initial five groups, the 
government has indicated that it will expand vaccination to include:

·  All other people age 25 through 64 years, followed by

·  All people 65 years and older

Anti-virals

As of this time, the H1N1 virus is susceptible to the anti-viral flu medications Tamiflu by Roche Labs and Relenza by GlaxoSmithKline, and both are available and in good supply through the pharmaceutical supply chain. Members should be aware that distributors may have restrictions on larger order quantities or order quantities exceeding historical demand for either product. Members are advised to contact the distributor directly for larger orders or orders where the distributor has allocated supply and a critical patient need exists to determine if an alternate source(s) of supply exist. Pharmaceutical distributors in times of shortages will traditionally prioritize acute care providers over all other customers. If a shortage does occur, manufacturers may have emergency supplies available for providers who express a critical care need. Members should be aware that the wholesaler may have a “no-returns goods policy” in effect for the purpose of minimizing the potential for hoarding. See also the Premier Safety Institute’s Novel H1N1 Web site for updated status of product: www.premierinc.com/h1n1flu.
Advance purchase of Tamiflu
Members may also wish to review Roche’s Antiviral Protection Program (RAPP) for advance purchase of Tamiflu in advance of need. Please see www.tamiflu.com for more information on how an organization may take advantage of Roche’s program to obtain product. RAPP participants are prioritized following the government recommendations for high-risk groups in instances of high demand to provide some assurance of availability to Tamiflu. This program exists outside of distributor indirect purchase. Members should evaluate the costs and benefits of participating in RAPP based on their individual needs and risks. 
H1N1 key supplies - Product and supplier updates

A list of key supplies that could be impacted by H1N1 outbreaks and information on their current availability, including updates from suppliers, can be found in Premier’s Supply Chain Advisor Catalog.
Member login required.  
