Bariatric patient equipment considerations
Special considerations are needed to meet quality of care standards for patients, and also prevent potential lifting and transferring injuries to the caregivers.  Often, the lifting assistance available on site is not rated for use with this special population segment.  Organizations seem to be having a larger number of this special group in recent years, creating a rise in the need to have available lifting and transferring assistance.  During the needs assessment upon entry to the hospital, equipment that may be needed can be identified. (See Section Home this link does not work for additional discussion)

To determine obesity, a formula may be used, as follows: 

The patient body weight (kg)/height squared (m2) to equal the Body Mass Index (BMI). It may be easier to reference the appended chart conversion.

When the resulting BMI is greater than 38, there is a possible need for special bariatric equipment.  If the BMI is greater than 39, the patient is considered morbidly obese. For example: a 5’8” tall, 255 lb person has a BMI= 39).  

 The process of identifying equipment needs includes the following: 

1) Create a protocol for identifying the bariatric patient at point-of-contact areas, such as pre-admission testing, emergency, etc.

2) Develop a method to procure or rent necessary equipment if it is not available in-house

3) Identify and label in-house equipment with weight capacities.  

Equipment assessment protocol
	Query
	Yes 
	No
	Comments

	1.  *Wider beds (39”, 48”, 54”, 60” widths. 

Note: The standard bed width is 35.” Beds wider than 48" will not fit through doorway and come in two pieces.
	
	
	

	2.  *Wheelchairs, recliner-wheelchairs
	
	
	

	3.  *Carts
	
	
	

	4.  *Shower/commode chairs
	
	
	

	5.  *Walkers
	
	
	

	6.  Bed linen and special clothing
	
	
	

	7.  Slings
	
	
	

	8.  Lifting & transferring devices with scales
	
	
	

	9.  Low-air-loss mattresses for pressure ulcers
	
	
	

	10. Full body lateral rotation mattresses
	
	
	

	11. Miscellaneous supplies 
	
	
	


*Consider having one of each on hand, at a minimum.
