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Table 1 Abbreviated Listing

Status of State Legislation on Needlestick Prevention

#
Action completed 
Bill Number
Date Signed
Status as of 3/2002

1
California
AB 1208
9/98
Passed

2
Tennessee
SB 1023
3/99
Passed

3
Maryland
HB287, HB360
5/99
Passed

4
Texas
HB 2085l SDB 905
6/99
Passed

5
New Jersey
AB 3546
1/00
Passed

6
West Virginia
HB 4298
4/3/00
Passed

7
Minnesota
SB 1202
4/10/00
Passed

8
Maine
HB 1532
4/14/00
Passed

9
Georgia
HB1448
4/20/00
Passed

10
Iowa
SB 2302
4/25/00
Passed

11
New Hampshire
HB 1244
5/26/00
Passed

12
Alaska
SB 261
6/01/00
Passed

13
Connecticut
HB 5911
6/01/00
Passed

14
Oklahoma
HB 2139
6/01/00
Passed

15
Ohio
S183
7/7/00
Passed

16
Massachusetts
H.5394 
8/17/00
Passed

17
New York
A 7144
11//01/00
Passed

18
Arkansas
HB 1356
2/27/01
Passed

19
Missouri
SB 266
7/12/01
Passed

20
Rhode Island
HB 5906/HB 6311
7/13/01
Passed

21
Pennsylvania
HB 454
12/01/01
Passed

21
District of Columbia


Failed

22
Mississippi


Failed

23
Nebraska


Failed

24
Alabama 
 

Failed

25
Wisconsin
 

Failed


Action pending
Bill or Comment
Date
Status as of 12/2001

1
Hawaii
SR 61/HB 780
1/01
Introduced

2
Florida
SB 828/HB 193
1/01
Prefiled/postponed

3
Colorado
HB 1333
3/01
Introduced

4
Illinois
HB 3533
3/01
In committee

5
Louisiana
SB 1004
4/01
Introduced

6
New York
SB4304/AB 8454
4/01
Introduced

7
Oregon
HB 3616
3/01
Introduced

8
Pennsylvania
SB 623
2/01
Introduced

9
Michigan
HB 4394
3/01
Introduced

10
West Virginia (additional bill)
HB 2682/SB 344
3/01
Introduced

Adapted in part from University of Virginia's International Healthcare Workers Safety Center EPINet http://www.med.virginia.edu/~epinet and other sources
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Status of State Legislation on Needlestick Prevention


#
Action Complete
Brief Summary
Signed
Status  3/2002

1
California

AB 1208  
Most state bills are patterned after California’s 1998 groundbreaking law, which requires the state’s health department to adopt a blood-borne pathogen standard that includes the use of needleless systems when applicable for IV access, and needles with engineered sharps injury protection. CA requires a written exposure control plan and maintenance of a sharps injury log.
9/98

Effective 7/1/99
Passed

2
Tennessee

SB 1023
The law calls for a written exposure control plan, as well as a review and ongoing listing of improved sharps technology to be made available to all healthcare organizations.  
3/99
Passed

3
Maryland

SB 1023 

HB 287, HB 360
The law calls for the creation of an advisory board to study the issue and make recommendations on specific regulations as well as identify appropriate needle-safety devices.  
5/99

5/11/00
Passed

4
Texas

HB 2085l 

SDB 905
The law requires that state governmental healthcare institutions comply with minimum standards to implement an exposure control plan, needleless systems, a device registration program and a sharps injury log.
6/99
Passed

5
New Jersey

AB 3546
The law requires health care facilities to use safety needle devices, establish procedures to evaluate and implement safety engineered sharps, educate and train staff in the use of these devices, initiate a mechanism to continually evaluate newly introduced safety engineered sharps, record and report all needle sticks; provide a procedure for exceptions during emergency or special situations. 
1/4/00

Implement

within 12 months
Passed

6
West Virginia

HB 4298
The law directs the state’s Division of Health director to propose rules mandating use of devices that minimize needlestick risk and sharps injuries to healthcare workers, maintain an updated list of safety devices, and set up evaluation systems, training programs and needlestick monitoring.
4/3/00
Passed

7
Minnesota 

SB 1202


The law requires that written exposure control plans prepared by employers include effective procedures for identifying, selecting and purchasing existing sharps with engineered sharps injury protection regardless of group purchasing organization contract. It also calls for setting up evaluation systems, training programs and needlestick monitoring initiatives. 
4/10/00
Passed

8
Maine

HB 1532
The law requires the implementation of needleless systems and devices with engineered sharps injury protection, a sharps injury log, and provision for training and education.  It also requires the adoption of measures to increase vaccinations, use of personal protective equipment, and the strategic placement of sharp object containers. Safety device lists must be compiled. Funds are provided for research & development; product evaluations.
4/14/00
Passed

9
Georgia

HB1448
Georgia's law requires the adoption of a bloodborne pathogen standard to cover public employees that requires the use of "the most effective available needleless systems and sharps with engineered sharps injury protection,” a written exposure control plan, sharps injury logs, worker training, device evaluation committees, and maintenance of a list of safety devices. Exceptions are included for lack of market availability and risk to patient safety.
4/20/00
Passed

10
Iowa

SB 2302
The law directs the Department of Health to conduct a study of state and federal laws and regulations pertaining to protection of persons from needlestick injuries. A report on improvement measures relating to needlestick injuries is due by the end of 2000.
4/25/00
Passed

11
New Hampshire

HB 1244
The law requires adoption of rules to protect health care workers in the public sector from occupational exposure to blood.
5/26/00
Passed

12
Alaska

SB 261
The law requires a revision of the state bloodborne pathogen standard to mandate sharps safety devices, a written exposure control plan, and sharps injury log.


6/01/00
Passed

13
Connecticut

HB 5911
The law calls for use of safety devices by all health care facilities to prevent needlestick injury.


6/01/00
Passed

14
Oklahoma

HB 2139
The law requires a committee to submit a recommendation for proposed rules for preventing needlestick and sharps. 


6/01/00
Passed

15
Ohio

S183
The law requires public institutions to use safety needles affecting hospitals and government-owned health-care institutions. It requires training on device usage and needlestick incident record keeping. It permits exceptions for lack of market availability and risk to patient safety.
7/7/00
Passed

16
Massachusetts

H.5394
The law requires employers to adopt injury prevention technology, develop written exposure control plans, and keep exposure incident logs.
8/17/00
Passed

17
New York 

A 7144 
The law adds a new article to the public health law that requires use of safer sharps and needles by HC facilities/all HC settings; an advisory committee is to report on the development of safer medical sharps/needles; it provides for exceptions. 
11/00
Passed

18
Arkansas's bill, HB 1356
The bill  speeds up the process of implementing safer devices that is required by federal OSHA's revised Bloodborne Pathogens standard. It declares a public emergency, and requires that hospitals begin "purchasing needleless systems or sharps with engineered sharps injury protections or both for use in high risk areas with the goal of ensuring that within 18 months after the effective date of this act all high risk areas shall be supplied exclusively" with safer devices.  
02/27/01
Passed

19
Missouri HB 266
Missouri, is under federal OSHA; the purpose of the bills is most likely to extend the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard's coverage to state and local employees.
07/12/01
Passed

20
Rhode Island

HB 5906/ 6311
Rhode Island is under federal OSHA; the purpose of the bills is most likely to extend the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard's coverage to state and local employees.
07/13/01
Passed

21
Pennsylvania

HB 454
Pennsylvania's bill, HB 454, was signed by the governor on December 13, 2001. The bill requires the state department of health to establish a bloodborne pathogens standard to cover public employees, with the same requirements as those for employees in the private sector. It is effective April 2002 , with 6 months for implementation
12/01/01
 Passed

21
District  Columbia

N/A
Failed 

22
Mississippi

N/A
Failed

23
Nebraska

N/A
Failed 

24
Alabama

N/A
Failed

25
Wisconsin 

N/A
Failed

 
Bills pending
Comment
Date
Status

1
Hawaii
HB 780/SB 61
01/01
Introduced

2
Florida 
SB 828/HB193
01/01
Postponed

3
Colorado
HB 1333
02/01
Introduced

4
Illinois
HB 3533
03/01
In committee

5
Louisiana
SB 1004
04/01
Introduced

6
New York 
SB 4304/AB 8454 (Additional bill)
04/01
Introduced

6
Oregon
HB 3616
03/01
Introduced

7
Pennsylvania
S1125 (Additional bill)
02/01
Introduced

9
Michigan 
HB 4394
03/01
Introduced

10
West Virginia
HB 2682/SB 344 (Additional bill)
03/001
Introduced

Adapted in part from University of Virginia's International Healthcare Workers Safety Center; EPINet http://www.med.virginia.edu/medcntr/centers/epinet and other sources.
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