Premier encourages member hospitals to evaluate safety devices for phlebotomy 

Offers expanded array of products under new group contracts

CHICAGO, Ill. (Nov. 3, 2000) – The Premier group purchasing program has selected four additional companies to provide its 1,850 hospital and health system members with safety devices used in phlebotomy procedures such as drawing blood from patients for lab testing. Devices covered under the new and existing Premier group purchasing contracts are designed to help prevent the needlesticks that can transmit infections including HIV and Hepatitis C.

On the recommendation of member hospital representatives on Premier committees, Premier has awarded new 18-month group purchasing contracts for phlebotomy products, effective Nov. 1, as follows:

· Abbott Laboratories of Abbott Park, Ill., marketer and distributor of the manufacturer, Retractable Technologies, Inc., of Little Elm, Texas, for the VanishPoint® single-use blood tube holder with retractable needle. 

· Bio-Plexus, Inc. of Vernon, Conn., for its Punctur-Guard® blood collection needles with internal blunting technology that allows a user to activate the safety feature before removal from patient. 

· MPS Acacia of Brea, Calif., for its Saf-t-Clik® single-use shielded phlebotomy needle adapter with outer sheath that slides forward over the exposed needle. 

· SIMS Portex of Keene, N. H., for its Needle-Pro® disposable standard vacuum tube holder with a hinged needle protective sheath that covers the needle. 

In addition, Premier’s pre-existing group purchasing agreement with BD (Becton Dickinson) of Franklin Lakes, N. J., offers BD’s broad family of safety devices. Among them are Eclipse® safety phlebotomy products including shielded needles and needle-shielding tube holders.

Another pre-existing Premier contract with SIMS-Portex, Inc., offers its arterial blood sampling kits with safety products.

The new and existing group contracts are available for use by all members of the Premier group purchasing program. These include the not-for-profit hospitals and health systems that own Premier, Inc., a nationwide healthcare alliance providing a number of performance improvement resources in addition to group purchasing, and those participating as affiliates.

The expanded array of group purchasing contracts for safety devices is intended to support member hospitals’ efforts to prevent injuries from sharps, reports Gina Pugliese, director of the Premier Safety Institute. Further, consistent with new legislation relating to the use of safety needle devices, Premier is encouraging its members to evaluate these and other safety devices available, with the involvement and input of frontline healthcare workers.

The additional group purchasing contracts were developed through a special Premier Breakthroughs Technology process intended to identify new medical technologies offering the potential for value in clinical efficacy, safety for patients and workers, and cost-effectiveness across the path of care. Much attention is rightly focused now on lowering the incidence of bloodborne disease transmission, Pugliese said, and Premier expects technologies and techniques to continue their rapid evolution as the healthcare industry gains experience with all aspects of needlestick prevention.

Premier will sponsor a formal member evaluation of the safety products offered by the five contracting companies. Such evaluation is set to commence soon after January 1, 2001. Twenty-five member hospitals representative of the alliance group will be selected to evaluate the products using a common methodology and performance considerations, in both inpatient and outpatient care settings. In addition, Premier will make the evaluation method available to any other member hospital that wishes to make evaluations on its own.

"We will seek and welcome input from all members," Pugliese said, "including those that already have considered these devices as part of their evaluation efforts." Premier uses such member input to assist staff and committees considering group contract awards, along with industry and professional information relating to technology advancements.

In a separate announcement this month, Premier also reported it had awarded new two-year group purchasing agreements effective Nov. 1 for safety hypodermic syringe devices to New Medical Technology, Inc.(NMT) of Zionsville, Ind., Safety Medical Supply International, Inc.(SMSI), of Waltham, Mass., and Abbott Laboratories as marketer and distributor for Retractable Technologies, Inc. (RTI). NMT and RTI provide retractable single-use syringes, and SMSI provides a hinge technology needle sheathing device.

Each of these three companies has just concluded an earlier 18-month group contract with Premier awarded pursuant to the alliance’s Breakthroughs Technology process and including an evaluation of their products by Premier member organizations.

Premier also continues to have in place a pre-existing group agreement with BD for its family of safety syringe products.

Contact: Ken Inchausti, Premier Corporate Communications, 704.733.5586, kenneth_inchausti@premierinc.com, or

Pat Poston, Premier Corporate Communications, 704.733.5414, pat_poston@premierinc.com
__________________

Abbott Laboratories (NYSE:ABT) is a global, diversified health care company devoted to the discovery, development, manufacture and marketing of pharmaceutical, diagnostic, nutritional and hospital products. It is the marketing representative for the patented needle safety devices manufactured by Retractable Technologies, Inc., a privately held company located in Little Elm, Texas. For more information, please visit www.Abbott.com and www.vanishpoint.com.

BD (Becton Dickinson) (NYSE:BDX) manufactures and sells a broad range of supplies, devices and systems for use by health professionals, medical research institutions, industry and the general public. Operating internationally, the company is headquartered in Franklin Lakes, N. J. For more information, please visit www.bd.com.

Bio-Plexus, Inc. (NASDAQ: BPLX), of Vernon, Conn., designs, develops, manufactures, and markets safety medical needles with internal blunting technology that allows a user to activate the safety feature before removal from patient and other safety products. For more information, please visit www.bio-plexus.com.

MPS Acacia, headquartered in Brea, Calif., provides IV tubing sets, specialty line extensions and accessories for infusion therapy; pharmacy IV admix products, and an elastomeric ambulatory drug delivery pump; and safety blood collection devices to the hospital and home care IV therapy markets. For more information, please visit www.mpsacacia.com.

Premier, Inc., is the parent company of a strategic alliance of 210 not-for-profit hospitals and healthcare systems across the United States. Premier’s owners operate or have affiliation arrangements with approximately 1,850 hospitals. Premier’s group purchasing program and supply chain management services are provided through Premier Purchasing Partners, L P. Electronic commerce support for Premier’s group purchasing program is provided by medibuy. Premier is headquartered in San Diego, Calif., with operations also located in Chicago, Ill., Charlotte, N. C., and Washington, D. C. For more information, please visit www.premierinc.com.

SIMS Portex Inc., headquartered in Keene, N. H., with manufacturing facilities in both Keene and Ft. Myers, Fla., manufactures and distributes disposable medical products for anesthesia, respiratory care, critical care, and infection control. SIMS Portex Inc. is one of the operating companies within Smiths Industries Medical Systems (SIMS). Smiths Industries Medical Systems is one of the divisions of Smiths Industries plc, London, England. For more information, please visit www.portexusa.com.

