Premier revises needleless IV portfolio
to support safety, advancing technology
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CHICAGO, IL (January 8, 2001) – Premier, Inc., and its group purchasing arm announced refinements to its current portfolio of needleless intravenous (IV) technology that supports hospitals' efforts to implement ideal IV delivery systems.

Updates in the Premier portfolio take effect January 1, 2001, reflecting members’ needs for clinical flexibility and emerging needleless IV technology provided by either Baxter or ALARIS Medical Systems, Inc. Members now have access to group prices if they use a combination of Baxter and ALARIS Medical needleless IV technology or each company’s needleless IV products exclusively. For those under the Baxter contract, revised pricing is now offered to those using Baxter pumps with ALARIS Medical Smartsite technology or Baxter pumps and pump sets with Baxter’s Interlink exclusively. Hospitals standardizing to ALARIS Medical products can purchase the entire SmartSite product line at group prices.

"Needlestick prevention is a priority among our hospitals, that are continuously working to continuously offer a safe environment for healthcare professionals," said Howard Sanders, chief operating officer for Premier’s group purchasing organization. "Premier supports our members’ efforts by providing a diverse portfolio of needleless technology."

Baxter’s contract with Premier became effective in February 1997. ALARIS Medical has maintained a contract with Premier since April 1997.

Prior to the advent of needleless IV delivery systems, one of the most common types of needlestick injury was related to IV systems. According to research conducted by Premier, industry awareness of needlestick hazards related to IV delivery systems were heightened due to four federal directives including:

· A 1992 U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Alert warning of the hazards to patients and workers from needles used in IV delivery systems; 

· A National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 1999 warning on the hazards of needles; 

· A 1999 compliance directive from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) revising compliance instructions for the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard to include the use of safety devices, including needleless IV systems; and 

· The recently passed Needlestick Safety and Prevention Act which codified the 1999 OSHA directive. 

Today, more than 85 percent of healthcare facilities report using needleless IV delivery systems.

"With industry awareness heightened about needlestick safety, we want to provide our members with information and contracts that can best support their efforts to meet new needlestick prevention guidelines," commented Gina Pugliese, MS, RN, director of the Premier Safety Institute. "Our contract portfolio is designed to give our members options so they can develop their own comprehensive needleless IV systems."
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